Ch. 423 LAWS OF MARYLAND
relating to smoke detectors in certain new residential dwellings.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article 38A - Fires and Investigations
Section 12A
Annotated Code of Maryland
(1986 Replacement Volume and 1989 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article 38A - Fires and Investigations

12A.

(a) (1) Each sleeping area within all occupancies classified residential, as
defined in the Natlonal Flre Protectxon Assocmtlon Llfe Safety Code{ 108+ 1988
Edition} Ad A \ MM
FOR—LNGLUS}ONWJPHB—SCFAZPE—FIRE%LENSHQN—GODB shall be prov1ded
with a minimum of one approved smoke detector sensing visible or invisible particles of
combustion installed in a manner and location approved by the Fire Prevention
Commission. When activated, the detector shall provide an alarm suitable to warn the
occupants.

(2) (i) Dwelling units within existing hotels and multifamily buildings
that were exempt from the provisions of this section because there were 10 units or
more constructed before 1975 which conformed with the exiting requirements of the -
Life Safety Code must have smoke detectors installed by January 1, 1984.

(ii) In all multifamily buildings and hotels constructed prior to 1975
with 4 through 9 units, smoke detectors shall be installed by January 1, 1983.

(3) (i) The landlord shall be responsible for installation, and, upon
written notification by certified mail by the tenant or upon notification in person by the
tenant, the repair or replacement of the detector.

(i1) If the tenant personally notifies the landlord of a mechanical
failure, the landlord shall provide a written receipt acknowledging the notification.

(iif) A tenant may not remove or render a smoke detector inoperative.

(iv) Except for hotels or motels, a landlord may require a refundable
deposit for a smoke detector not to exceed the value of the smoke detector.

(v) Where an occupancy is occupied by a person who is deaf or
hearing impaired, a2 smoke detector, upon the written request of the person to the
landlord, shall be provided which, when activated, shall provide a signal that is
approved by a nationally recognized testing laboratory for electrical appliances and is
sufficient to warn the deaf or hearing impaired individual.

(4) (i) All hotels and motels, regardless of the number of units, shall
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